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How Can I  Make A Di f fe rence?  
When you sign-up to become a SANDS volunteer, you have signed up to be a 

part of something really great. The SANDS program is an opportunity to assist people 
with disabilities, but it is up to you as the participant of SANDS to make it happen.  
SANDS provides the opportunities for people to meet and get involved in the out-
doors. How much you want to get involved is up to you. 

The SANDS program is about active participation in helping people with dis-
abilities to get out and enjoy outdoor activities like hunting and fishing. Donôt be afraid 
to help or ask questions. Get to know the person and their disability so you will know 
how to be most helpful to the person you are with.  For those with disabilities, volun-
teers are trying to get to know you and that means knowing your abilities and disabili-
ties.  Donôt take questions personally and help them get to know you.  It will only help 
to make the event all the better.  

Donôt be afraid to ask someone with a disability to come out and go fishing or 
hunting. Take the first step, donôt wait for someone else to make the first move and 
call you. Most of the people in the SANDS program have mobility problems, but they 
are not all in wheelchairs. They are able to walk, but they are a little slower than oth-
ers or maybe they use a cane and need help carrying equipment. If you donôt ask you 
will never know.  

The SANDS program has put together a list of names and contact information 
for you to use so that you can get in touch with each other and line up outdoor trips. 
Some common questions are, ñWhat if I am not able to do it on my own?ò ñWhat if 
they need more help than I know how to give?ò Keep things simple and you will be 
fine. Ask questions like, ñWhat can I do to assist?ò ñWhat do I need to know about you 
so I can help?ò  Donôt be afraid to ask questions. 

As a SANDS volunteer, you have the ability to take people with disabilities into 
the outdoors with some simple acts of kindness. Volunteering is easy and is a great 
way to spend some time in outdoor Nebraska!  If you have any questions, please call 
Dave Burgess at (402) 559-3743 or via cell phone (402) 650-0211.  
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The May issue of the SANDS newsletter included a story about the ñSpring Turkey Hunt 
Winnersò and reported that the Kearney NWTF donated a hunt to the SANDS program. It 
was the Grand Island Chapter of the NWTF that donated the hunt that Aleah Beranek 
won. We hope that the Grand Island Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation and 
Tony Morrow will accept our sincere apologies for the mistake. Thank you for your support 
and for the donation of the hunt! 

Whoops! Correction!  



SANDS hosted its 2
nd

 Annual Spring Classic Fishing Tournament 
on May 26

th
 at Walnut Creek, southwest of Papillion. This yearôs 

tournament was open, so anything legally caught could be weighed. 
Dave Brown from the Bass Federation was there to assist with the 
weigh-in and rules governing the event. The first place team was 
Tom Sharman and Danny Ficke. Second place went to Don 
Rydberg and John Swinarski, and third place went to Danielle and 
Samantha Burgess. Danny Ficke took big fish with his 8lb 7oz catch 
of the day.  A $50.00 gift card to Bass Pro Shop went to the 1

st
 

place team. A new rod and real went to 2
nd

 place and a $25.00 gift 
card went to the 3

rd
 place team. Thanks to John Dalton and the Pot-

tawattamie Pheasants Forever for their donation that supplied free 
donuts to all of the participants in the morning, and lunch after the 
tournament weigh-in.  

SANDS held its yearly picnic at Lake Zorinsky on June 16
th
.  Hot dogs, salads, chips, pop and 

watermelon were on tap for lunch. What a great turnout!  The picnic is a great place to get to-
gether with other SANDS participants and talk about upcoming outdoor events and plans.  

The picnic was sponsored in part by a donation to the SANDS program from John Dalton and the 
Pheasants Forever Organization. They gave us a donation for the SANDS Spring Classic Fishing 
Tournament and we still had funds left over so we put them towards the picnic. Thank you John 
and all the people from Pheasants Forever. 

SANDS Spring Classic  

SANDS Picnic  



Wheelchair Accessible Lakes 
Summer is here and itôs time to get out and 
go fishing. Nebraska has a long list of lakes 
that are ADA wheelchair accessible. Some of 
them include: 

Two Rivers Recreation Area 
Carter Lake 
Zorinsky Lake 
Branched Oak Lake 
Holmes Lake 
Stagecoach Lake and Recreation Area 
Swan Creek (Lake 5A) 
Wehrspann Lake 
Czechland Lake 
Benson Park Lake 
Walnut Creek Lake 
Bowling Lake 

 
All of these lakes are in the Omaha/Lincoln 
area. Get out and do some fishing. 

Eastern Platte Muzzleloader Club Shoot 

The Eastern Platte Muzzleloader Club hosted 
its ñGet To Know Your Muzzleloaderò event 
June 17

th
.  Cheryl White Hawk, Don Rydberg 

and Dave Burgess went to the event and had a 
great time learning about muzzleloaders and 
getting to shoot them. EPMC also provided 
lunch for all of us. This was a great chance to 
get out and learn something new about yourself. 
If you ever wondered if you would be able to 
shoot black powder, this was the chance of a 
lifetime. Thanks go out to Nick Siracuse for put-
ting the event together and Cal (EPMC Presi-
dent) and all the members of EPMC for their 
hospitality.  They went out of their way to make 
us feel welcome. If you would like more informa-
tion about black powder shooting contact Nick 
Siracuse at (odeerme@gmail.com)  

 There are a lot of things going on in the SANDS program from pheasant 
hunts to deer hunts. Please get your name in as soon as possible for the hunt 
drawings that you are interested in entering. This is what we have coming up 
in the Fall. Please make sure that your names are in, and be sure to get with 
Dave and reconfirm your entrees. I donôt want anyone to miss out on a chance 
to go hunting!  Call or e-mail Dave with your information Name/Hunt desired/
Month of hunt/Contact information. 
 This year we will be holding two pheasant hunts in Eastern Nebraska and 
one in Western Nebraska. If you are disabled and would like to possibly win a 
free pheasant hunt, please get your names in for the events. There will be one 
pheasant hunt in Tekamah, one in McCook and one in Eustis, Nebraska. Con-
tact Dave Burgess at (402) 559-3743 to register for these events. 

July:   Dove Hunt 
August:   Deer Mounts 

 Pheasant Hunt 
September:  Dove hunt 
  Pheasant Hunt 
  Doe Hunt at Rocky Oaks 
October:  Pheasant Hunt 
  Deer Hunt at Fort Robinson 
November:  Water Fowl Hunt at Ponca State Park 
  Deer Hunt at Indian Cave  

Upcoming Drawings  

mailto:odeerme@gmail.com


Garage Sale  

John Swinarski and Danielle and Dave Burgess spent many months 
picking up donations, checking them out and storing them away un-
til the date of the garage sale came around. We did our best to fill 
up a storage room, and we were successful. From televisions to 
washers and dryers and everything in between, if it worked and you 
didnôt want it we took it. The weather for the event was just great; 
sunshine and a warm breeze. We were able to raise over $700.00 
for the two weekends that the garage sale was held. We are looking 
to next year and the next Spring Cleaning. If you have items you 
would like to donate to the SANDS program, we will be happy to 
come by and pick them up. Also we want to say thank you to all 
who volunteered to help out with the event.  

WANTED: Your Pictures!  

Do you have pictures of yourself while youôre out on 
your fishing or hunting trip?  

We need your photos for the newsletter!  If you have 
some pictures of hunting or fishing events, send them 
to sandsnebraska@yahoo.com or you can send them 
to the newsletter editor, Mike Freel at freel@tconl.com 

We Still Need Field Directors  
Do you like helping people? Do you have the time to help others get out and enjoy all that 
Nebraska has to offer in outdoor activities?  If the answer is yes, then have do we have a 
deal for you!  Become a SANDS Field Director .  We are still looking for Field Directors for 
the North Central, Northwest and Southwest Regions. If you would like to be a SANDS Field 
Director and help with putting together hunting and fishing events in your area, give me a 
call. You will be working with Jeff Rawlinson of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
in Lincoln, Nebraska and Dave Burgess. This is a great chance to help the SANDS program 
get off the ground in your area. You can e-mail me at sandsnebraska@yahoo.com or you 
can call me at my office (402) 559-3743 or my cell (402) 650-0211. 

Thanks! 

Dave. 
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